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nominee has responded to the requirements
set forth in subsection (2), and, if a report de-
scribed in subsection (3) has been prepared, it
has been presented to the chairman and
ranking member, and is available to other
members of the committee, upon request.
————

RETIREMENT OF TERESA POOLE

Mr. BOND. Mr. President it is both
with deep gratitude and regret that I
announce the retirement of my Acad-
emies Coordinator, Teresa Poole, from
the public sector.

Teresa Poole, a distinguished U.S.
Senate staffer, is set to retire from the
political arena on January 31, 2007.
This year has been a milestone, mark-
ing her thirtieth year of hard work and
dedication to the Federal Government,
the citizens of southwest Missouri, and
most importantly the U.S. Senate of-
fices of Danforth, Ashcroft, and BOND.
We have come together to honor and
congratulate Teresa on her devotion,
team spirit, and the proficient skills
she has provided the Springfield office
over the past 30 years. Teresa is to be
envied and admired by all in govern-
ment for her service to the public,
which she has done with a helpful
heart.

In January 1977, Teresa Poole was
member of the first U.S. Senate con-
stituent service office in southwest
Missouri for Senator Danforth. Little
would Teresa know this would begin a
remarkable 30-year trek with the U.S.
Senate. With her incredible knowledge
of the inner workings of government
and her history with the U.S. Senate,
Teresa has been a great source of infor-
mation. She took pride in being able to
guide effectively constituents, organi-
zations, and coworkers through the
complex infrastructure of government.

Among the numerous achievements
that Teresa has attained over the
years, her most remarkable was her en-
thusiastic commitment to the Military
Academies. She has worked tirelessly
to help students from across Missouri
to achieve their dreams of becoming of-
ficers in the U.S. military by guiding
them through the process required to
gain a congressional nomination. Te-
resa has sifted through thousands of
letters, applications, and grades, and
made endless calls to hopeful appli-
cants. All of this would be finally com-
pleted in December, only to start over
the next year with new names, faces,
and challenges.

Teresa Poole has shown unwavering

loyalty and dedication to her job over
the past 30 years. From the day to day
routine of compiling local clips to an-
swering the phone, Teresa has ap-
proached every task with hard work
and a positive attitude. She has de-
lighted everyone she meets with her
love of antiques and finding good deals
at various auctions and sales, her love
of travel with her mother and daugh-
ter, her passion for her family and her-
itage, and her impeccable spirit. We
commend her for a stunning and distin-
guished career with the U.S. Senate
and wish Teresa the best in all her fu-
ture endeavors.
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Teresa, we have been honored to
work with you for so many years. We
will miss you and we wish you and your
family the very best.

———
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TRIBUTE TO GARRETT WALTON

e Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. President,
today I wish to discuss the power of
volunteerism and how one person can—
in the truest sense—make a lasting dif-
ference in the world.

The volunteer spirit helps to keep so-
ciety civil; volunteers give of them-
selves in a selfless manner. That spirit
is exemplified by the acts of one of my
own constituents, Mr. Garrett Walton.

Garrett Walton and volunteerism
seem to be synonymous with one an-
other.

When Hurricane Ivan ravaged north-
west Florida in September of 2004, Wal-
ton, a former attorney-turned-devel-
oper put his career on hold, and took
on a full-time volunteer role to help an
entire region of our State recover.

While the eye of the storm came
ashore at Gulf Shores, AL, its most se-
vere winds hit the Florida counties of
Santa Rosa and Escambia. Those most
damaging of winds, exceeding 140 miles
per hour, were a part of a colossal hur-
ricane that triggered more than 100
tornadoes, and also brought a 13-foot
storm surge.

Roughly 75,000 homes were damaged;
50,000 people were displaced; and of all
of the damaged homes, 37,000 of them
belonged to families whose household
incomes totaled less than $30,000 a
year.

Garrett helped to lead a group of
civic-minded citizens that met in each
others” homes to discuss how they
could rebuild the community.

What grew out of that was a volun-
teer organization known as REBUILD
Northwest Florida. It was a grassroots
effort that grew into something ex-
traordinary. More than 4,000 volunteers
have contributed close to a quarter of a
million hours of volunteer service. Gar-
rett has himself contributed close to
5,000 hours of service.

As of the first week of this year, RE-
BUILD had completed more than 1,350
projects. And as recently as this
month, January of 2007, Mr. Walton has
continued his relentless quest to re-
build communities in northwest Flor-
ida.

With the help of a few other volun-
teers, including Carolyn Appleyard,
Miles Anderson, and Mark Ramos, this
small contingent has taken it upon
themselves to help many of their fellow
Floridians pick up their lives after this
awful natural disaster. Ivan caused
widespread devastation; and as one of
Florida’s most deadly and costly
storms, we knew the recovery effort
would be long and arduous. I commend
Garrett Walton for rising to the chal-
lenge.

He put others ahead of himself—and
not just for a day, a week, or a month,
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but for several years now. Thank you,
Garrett, for your dedication to the peo-
ple of Florida. You are an exemplar of
the volunteer spirit, and make us all
very proud to be called Floridians.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO DAVIS MORIUCHI

e Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today
I wish share with the Senate a tribute
to Mr. Davis Moriuchi, a leader in the
Pacific Northwest who is retiring after
30 years of service with the Army Corps
of Engineers. During his tenure with
the Corps, Davis has left an indelible
mark on the environment, economy,
and people of Washington State. His
expertise and dedication will be sorely
missed.

My work with Davis over the years
has served as a reminder of the dif-
ference dedicated individuals make in
large and complex organizations like
the Corps of Engineers. As we all know,
the Corps tackles huge projects that
have a widespread impact on our Na-
tion. Davis’s work has reaffirmed for
me the importance of committed indi-
viduals on the success of those
projects. Our State has been lucky to
have been able to rely on his personal
touch and expertise for so many years.

In Davis, my staff and I have also
found an invaluable resource whose de-
votion to the region is as great as ours.
Time and again, Davis has taken the
time to explain even the most detailed
aspects of Corps initiatives. His pa-
tience, clarity, and honesty have al-
lowed me to be a stronger advocate for
programs that will have long-term con-
sequences for the Pacific Northwest.

While the extent of Davis’s impact
cannot be measured by projects alone,
I would be remiss if I did not mention
a few of the projects that he has taken
on. We in Washington State will par-
ticularly miss Davis’s leadership on
water resource projects. From the new
Navigation Lock at the Bonneville
Dam to the ongoing Columbia River
Channel Improvement Project, Davis’s
work on the health of our State’s crit-
ical waterways will have lasting ef-
fects.

Davis has also championed interim
repairs of the Columbia River jetties.
It was a very exciting day last August,
when Colonel O’Donavon, Davis, a host
of other stakeholders and I stood at the
mouth of the Columbia River and saw
interim jetty repairs. Davis was instru-
mental in making that day possible.

Davis is ending his career as the dep-
uty district commander for project
management and the chief of Planning,
Programs and Project Management Di-
vision for the U.S Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Portland District. It is a title
that, while long in syllables, does not
begin to grasp at the immensity of his
service. But then again, Davis has
never worked for titles or credit. His
main concern has always been that the
work of the Corps is well-executed and
timely.

Davis’s devotion to the region will be
truly missed. I would like to wish him
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